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let’s turn up the heat on our faith. 
See you Sunday. 

Grace and 
peace, 

“Hot August Night” became one of 
singer-songwriter Neil Diamond’s 
greatest hits. The song tells the story 
of a summer revival meeting and 
“Brother Love’s Travelling Salva-
tion Show” (where’s Jim Andrews 
and his teeth when you need him?). 

 Summer seemed the perfect 
time to heat up our faith. Revival 
meetings were common. And by the 
time the traveling evangelist left, the 
creek was warm enough for baptiz-
ing those who had found faith. And 
everyone else was ready to celebrate 
with dinner on the grounds. 

 As the summer temps rise, 
our combined worship for July 
seems a good time to heat up our 
faith. And what better way than to 
follow the Apostle Paul’s traveling 
salvation show down the Roman 
Road that leads to where we are. 

Paul could have been the origi-
nal “Brother Love” (he did, after all, 
pen the most famous words about 
love in 1 Cor. 13). Wherever he 
went, he preached with a passion and 
clarity that helped countless people 
discover the love of God in Christ. 
His letter was instrumental in heat-
ing up the faith of folks like Augus-
tine and Martin Luther. While at-
tending a study on Romans, John 
Wesley “felt my heart strangely 
warmed.” That experience would 
lead him to launch a renewal move-
ment in England. I wonder how 
Paul’s words might heat up our 
faith? 

When Paul wrote his letter to the 

church meeting in Rome, he had yet 
to visit there. But he would soon be 
on his way, bound in chains for pro-
claiming a power and a Name great-
er than Caesar’s. 

Many of us first learned about 
Romans by memorizing a series of 
passages from the letter known as 
the “Roman Road to Salvation.” Yet 
those verses only scratch the surface 
of Paul’s letter, which has shaped the 
faith of countless followers of Christ 
ever since. 

Romans takes us back to some 
of the foundational issues of our 
faith. Who is God and why should 
we care? What is sin and what does 
it matter? What does it mean to be 
“saved”? Who was Jesus and how 
does He save us? What does it mean 
to have faith? And how can faith 
make a difference in our day-to-day 
lives or our world? 

Our services will reflect some of 
the spirit of those summer revivals. 
We’ll sing some great old songs as 
well as hear some powerful new 
ones. We’ll share testimonies (if you 
would like to share your faith story, 
please let me know). For those who 
would like to take the next step in 
their faith through baptism, look 
ahead to July 23. And somewhere in 
there, we’ll even wrap up the day 
with dinner on the grounds! 

So, as brother Neil sang, 

“Pack up the babies and  

Grab the old ladies  

‘Cause everyone goes  

Everyone knows Brother Love’s 

   show.” 
Loosen your tie, grab a funeral 

fan, and invite a friend or two. And 

Heating up our faith  This Week in Worship 
July 2, 2017 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 

Summer Schedule Begins! 
Coffee and Donuts – 8:45 a.m. 

Bible Study for all ages – 9:00 a.m. 

Worship Celebration – 10:00 a.m. 
______ 

Message: “Unchained Melody” 
(Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 22:15-22) 

Part 1 of the new series “The Road Less 
Traveled – Renewing our faith along the 

Roman Road” 

The Apostle Paul was born a Ro-
man citizen, which – even as a Jew 

– gave him great freedom and 
standing in the Roman empire. Yet 
he opens his letter to the church in 
Rome with the title of “a slave of 

Jesus Christ.”  In a simple phrase, 
Paul undermines the authority of 

Rome’s emperor and suggests there 
is a greater person and power to 
whom we owe allegiance – the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Ironically, Paul 
will write, in slavery to Christ we 
actually discover our real identity 

and experience true freedom. 

The message is the first in the 7-
week series on the Book of Romans. 
We’ll explore more of Paul’s open-

ing words, which introduce the 
themes of a letter that has shaped 
the faith of Christians for nearly 

2000 years. 
 

June 28, 2017 

  Sunday 

August 6  

at 9:50 a.m. 

Business Forum 

July Worship 
Each Sunday during the month of July we  

will have one worship service only. 

8:45 am Coffee and Fellowship 

9:00 am Bible Study 

10:00 Worship 

Bartow Give Kids A Chance 
Saturday, July 29 

This is a one day event when Bartow 

County children in need can receive 

a new backpack, school supplies,       

t-shirt, haircut,  

and  health screenings.   

To volunteer or donate 

go to  

http://bartowgiveakidachance.com   

 
or send donation to 

Bartow Collaborative Attn: BGAKAC 

475 East Main Street, #218 

Cartersville, GA 30121 

Church Keys 

If you have borrowed a 

church key, please return it 

to the office or let us know 

that you have it. Thanks. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
General Budget Receipts, 6/25—$6,645.00 
YTD Receipts through April, $ 156,471.60 

YTD Expenses through April, $ 145,419.92 

Debt Retirement Receipts, 6/25—$1,025.00 

YTD Receipts through April, $ 20,315.50 

YTD Expenses through April, $ 20,480.00 

Other Receipts, 6/25—$ 2.00 

USHERS, GREETERS, SECURING BUILDING, 

& NURSERY RESPONSIBILITIES  July 2. 
 

Ushers—Dennis Rhodes & Jeff Rhodes 

Greeters—Beth Mathison, Gene & Glenda Popham 

Nursery Workers—Sallie Mann, Anne Bunch 

 Secure Building—Dennis Rhodes 

      Homeless 
Shelter Meal 

(Sunday     

Conversations) 

 
Meals-on-Wheels 
 

      
        One Service 

   Worship United 

Youth Passport Camp  Greenville, SC  July 10-15  

Give Bartow 

Kids A 

Chance 

Youth  

Move Up 

      
        One Service 

   Worship United 

      
        One Service 

   Worship United 

 

      
        One Service 

   Worship United 

Fa m i l y  N ig ht  S up p er  a n d   

c h i ld r en ’s  a ct i v it ie s  w i ll   

r e s u me ,  We d n e s da y ,  Aug us t  1 6 .  

July 2017 

One Service—Worship United 

8:45—Coffee & Donuts 

9:00 Bible Study for all ages 

10:00 Worship Celebration 

      
        One Service 

   Worship United 

Fellowship Hall in 

use. 4:30-8:00 

           NO Admin  

            Council 


