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Easter Sunday, April 5, 2015 
Luke 24:13-35 
 
The story of The Road to Emmaus, finds two men – Cleopas and his un-
named friend – on the afternoon of Easter Sunday, walking and discuss-
ing the weekend’s events like many of us do. They are joined by a stran-
ger, Jesus, but they did not recognize him. Not until they invited the 
stranger into their home, and He broke bread with them did the men 
recognize that He was indeed Jesus. And it was Jesus that had walked 
the entire journey, unbeknownst to them.  
 
Like these two men headed on their seven-mile journey, we too will be 
on the move this year. Heritage Baptist Church’s reach is spanning from 
Bartow County and beyond. From sponsoring children who were left 
orphaned after the recent Ebola epidemic in Liberia, to our fellow 
church family who will soon travel to the Dominican Republic to share 
the love of Christ with others we may never see again. To later this year, 
when Heritage becomes a host church for Family Promise along with 13 
other local congregations, our church is on the move to share the love of 
Christ. 
 
As we move toward these challenges, which will no doubt stretch us 
both physically, emotionally, and financially, let’s not forget how Jesus 
showed up to these two men on the Road to Emmaus in their darkest 
hour. Let us not forget that He always walks beside us, even when our 
eyes are not opened to seeing Him.  
 
Thank you dear Jesus for walking among us, regardless of where our jour-
ney takes us. Help us to remember that where two or more are gathered 
in your name, you are among us. Thank you Lord for this Easter season. 
Let us offer praise that we serve a risen Savior, today and always. Amen. 
 
 
Frances Phillips 

3 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2015 
Luke 18:9-14 
 

I think I would maybe call this A Tale of Two Pray-ers. 
 

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wis-
dom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the 
epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of 
Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had 
everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct 
to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way - in short, the period 
was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities 
insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative de-
gree of comparison only."    Charles Dickens  

 

Never having read the Dickens offering, I was at least familiar with the 
opening words and they seemed to me to echo this piece of Scripture. 
So, I did a brief investigation (a very brief one!) into the Dickens story.  
It seems that the writer wanted to compare the city of Paris with his 
own city of London and hopefully alert his countrymen to the results of 
following the path of the French aristocracy. The likely end to a prideful 
way of life is to lose it. 
 

Thankfully, Jesus is kinder in his story of the two men praying in the 
temple. He focuses on which man goes home forgiven, rather than con-
demning the one who forgot to even ask for forgiveness. How often do 
we avoid facing our sins and shortfalls and asking for forgiveness and 
the strength to overcome them? Do we sometimes find comfort in the 
awareness that we are not "really bad sinners" like some others? 
 

Lent is a time for introspection, prayer, assessing our lives and seeking 
God's help to make them better. We sometimes approach this with a 
less than serious attitude; such as "giving up" yard work or cleaning 
house. Some years ago, I decided that it would be more effective for me 
if I focused on the word "up" in order to help me keep it more real. If I 
consider what I am giving up, to God, it helps me to be more careful in 
my treatment of Lent. Of course, there are those times that I have simp-
ly given up on the whole idea. I think that puts me somewhere between 
the two men in the temple and my goal is to edge ever closer to the tax 
collector in my prayers. 
 

May this season of Lent be more meaningful to you as you consider how 
you will observe it. 
 
Ray Woods 
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Thursday, February 19, 2015 
John 1:29-34 
 
John the Baptizer had a big mouth. He preached in the Judean wilder-
ness and famously called the religious leaders of his time a “brood of 
vipers,” or, in the words of The Cotton Patch Gospel, “sons of snakes.” 
John had no tact; he cut to the chase.  
 
God decreed that John would be the forerunner of Jesus, telling John’s 
parents that he would have the spirit and power of Elijah as he prepa-
red the way of the Lord (see Luke 1). So John knew that he was prepa-
ring the way, but he didn’t recognize Jesus as Messiah until he baptized 
Jesus. You know the story: the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in a form 
like a dove, and God spoke from heaven a benediction and confirmation 
of Jesus’ authority as the Son of God.  
 
It grieves me that our culture (and often this includes the church) has 
turned Jesus into a life coach, a self-help guru, the coolest hippie, a nice 
guy, a good teacher. John said that Jesus is “The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world.” Christianity is the only major religion where 
God assumes human form, the only major religion where God does the 
work to reconcile humans with God. You can’t work your way into rela-
tionship with God; it is Jesus, the Lamb of God, whose death and resur-
rection provide the way to reconciliation with God. 
 
Maybe we need to be more like John: cut to the chase, cut through the 
misinformation about Jesus and get back to the basics. Jesus was fully 
God and fully human. He lived to show us how to live. He died to give us 
eternal life. While other religions may have partial truth, Jesus is the 
fullest representation of God’s Truth. 
 
Dear Lord, please reveal yourself to me. May I see You clearly and follow 
You, for it is in following You that life makes sense.  Amen. 
  
 
Jo Ann Branton 
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Holy Saturday, April 4, 2015 
Romans 8:1-11 
 
All is Lost. It’s the title of a movie about a man adrift on the sea after his 
sailboat is crippled. He writes that statement in a note to his loved ones 
as he ponders his imminent death. 
 
All is lost. The followers of Jesus must have felt that they had lost every-
thing on that empty Saturday when Jesus lay in the dark tomb. Earlier, 
Jesus had asked if they would desert him. Peter said, “Lord, where 
would we go? No one has the answer but you”(see John 6:68). When 
Jesus said those who sacrificed for the Kingdom would be rewarded, 
Peter had said, “We have given up everything for your sake” (see Mat-
thew 19:27). And now, all that they had was a whole bunch of nothing. 
 
But a whole bunch of nothing is exactly what we need. No condemna-
tion. No death. No striving to live under the law. No separation from 
God. No bondage to the sinful nature. No hostility to God. 
 
Paul declared that he considered all things lost for the sake of the gos-
pel. The bleakness of Holy Saturday is a reminder that what looks like 
failure from the world’s point of view looks very different from God’s 
vantage point. The cross, the tomb—not the end, but the beginning. The 
same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives in every believer, em-
powering each of us to do God’s will in our lives. 
 
All is lost and all is found.  
 
Heavenly Father, my heart swells in gratitude for your love toward me, 
that Jesus would come to earth, live among humankind, and die for us so 
that we can be reconciled with you. He took my place, he found me when I 
didn’t even know I was lost. Thank you for your unfailing love.  Amen.  
 
 
 
Jo Ann Branton 
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Good Friday, April 3, 2015 
John 13:36-38 
 
Peter loved Jesus.  He proclaimed his love and devotion to Jesus by as-
serting his desire to accompany Jesus, and even his willingness to die 
for him. He demonstrated this devotion by defending Jesus with his 
sword prior to his arrest. 
  
We have been there. We have been motivated by a touching sermon, a 
book, or perhaps a movie: “Jesus, we are with you all the way, no matter 
what!” Our intentions are as genuine as Peter’s. 
  
Events moved quickly after the arrest of Jesus. On a cold night by a 
warm fireplace Peter found himself close to the questioning of Jesus by 
the High Priest. One in the crowd, seeing Peter, asks if he is a follower of 
Jesus. Another later asks, “Are you one of his disciples?” The third time, 
he was questioned by an eye-witness to Peter’s assault in the garden. 
Each time, Peter denies his association with Jesus.  
  
Without being too harsh on Peter, I remember the prayers I started at 
night, only to fall asleep before they ended; the times the Bible was sec-
ond choice reading to a good book I wanted to finish. Did I send that 
encouraging note that would have been so meaningful to someone in 
need? 
  
The good news is that Jesus tells Peter, “You can’t go with me now, but 
you will follow me later.” Peter regained his resolve and became the 
leader of the New Church. 
 
As we experience this season of Lent, let us, like Peter, have a new dedi-
cation to the work we can do, here and now.   
 
 

Barbara Bentley  
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Friday, February 20, 2015 
John 1:35-42 
 
To me this passage is about recognizing Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and what you do with that knowledge.  

After John realized who Jesus was he proclaimed it to those around him.  
The next day when he was with two of his disciples and saw Jesus, John 
again testified that he was the one they were seeking.  And they fol-
lowed him.  After spending time with Jesus, Andrew then goes and 
brings his brother to Jesus. Do you see the pattern?  Each time someone 
recognizes Jesus as the Son of God they share it with someone close to 
them.  Their beliefs become actions. 

 All it took was for someone they trusted to point out Jesus and they 
followed to learn more. What are you looking for?  What do you want?  
Have you ever asked, “Is this all there is to life?”?  Jesus said to Andrew, 
“Come and you will see.”  Not maybe, but “you will see.”   

In this season of Lent as we reflect on Jesus’s life, death and resurrection 
may we find opportunities to invite others to “come and see” and join us 
on our spiritual journey.  

 

Becky Jarrett  
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Saturday, February 21, 2015 
John 1:43-51 
 

Knowing You . . . I love to people watch. There are so many things you 
learn about people just by watching them. You see how people interact 
with one another and what might make them happy or sad. But by 
watching all of these things, could we say that we know these people? 
Not really. There’s a special connection that forms when you really 
know someone.  Usually that comes with time, but for Jesus, it was im-
mediate.   
 

In today’s scripture Jesus has an encounter with Nathanael. Jesus 
speaks to Nathanael as though He knows him very well. He speaks of 
Nathanael’s character, and that kind of knowing only comes from expe-
rience with someone. Nathanael is naturally taken aback by this 
stranger who seems to know him.  
 

In an attempt to explain Himself, Jesus to Nathanael, “I saw you under 
the fig tree before Philip called you.”  I love that. I love it because Jesus 
isn’t just saying that He saw Nathanael in passing. No, He’s saying, “I 
saw you. I saw your heart. I saw your needs. I saw your hurts. I saw 
your happiness. I saw your desires. I saw you.”   
 

That’s what Jesus does. He sees us. He sees who we really are and He 
knows us. That can be an uncomfortable thought. It’s easy to hide our 
messy parts from other people, but Jesus is not other people. He knows 
everything about us and wants us to follow Him anyway. He’s not afraid 
that we’ll mess things up for Him. He’s not afraid of our messiness and 
our mistakes because He truly knows us. Jesus not only sees us as indi-
viduals. He sees His own reflection in each and every one of us.  
  
Jesus has been people watching for a long time. He can recognize all of 
us by name because He knows us intimately. And when we finally ac-
cept that Jesus loves us regardless of our brokenness, we begin to see 
“even greater things than this.” We begin to see Him, and in turn we 
begin to truly see others.  
 

Jesus, thank you for knowing us and loving us and letting us be a part the 
plan for your kingdom. Teach us to recognize You in everyone we see so 
that we may know you better. Amen 
 
Jorie Wright 
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Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2015 
John 17:1-11 
 
This passage is such a powerful prayer that Jesus makes to his Heavenly 
Father as he knows his time on earth is coming to an end. You can sense 
that he knows he has done all he can do as he says, “I have brought you 
glory by finishing the work you gave me to do.” He goes on to pray for 
his disciples and to say that he has taught them all that he knows and 
that they are prepared to carry on teaching the word of Jesus Christ. He 
also asks for his Father to look over them and protect them when he is 
no longer around. It is such a passionate prayer where you sense that 
he is agonizing over what he knows is coming, but also longing to re-
turn to his Father.  
 
I think a lot of us have a fear of praying and not knowing what to say. 
We think we need to use big words and be all knowing in what we say. 
When we try too hard it can sometimes just sound scripted. I think this 
prayer is one where Jesus is pouring out his heart and having a conver-
sation with his Father. We can all use this as a guide for prayer as we 
can think of this as having a conversation with a close family member. 
We have some very good models for prayer here at Heritage.  
 
Father, help us to use your Son’s prayer as a guide for how we should talk 
to you. You are such a good listener, and if we will just trust in you and 
share our thoughts and concerns we know you will be there for us in times 
of need. Amen.  
 
 
David Bentley 
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Wednesday, April 1, 2015 
John 12:27-36 
 
Two years ago I was given a beautiful pink and white orchid at a work 
event. I’d long admired graceful, exotic orchids but never purchased 
one myself because I thought these beauties were finicky and hard to 
grow. 
 

The orchid bloomed for a month before the delicate flowers withered 
away one-by-one. The plant remained hearty and green, but it never 
bloomed again that year. Then last February, amid the crazy-cold, 
snowy winter, I spotted a new green stem shooting up from the plant. I 
was amazed – maybe I hadn’t killed my orchid.  
 

I watched this stem grow daily from its permanent home above my 
kitchen sink, nestled between two corner windows. But I soon noticed 
that the stem began to brown, and what appeared to be new buds were 
dying too. In a final effort to save the plant – and because the orchid 
was due for a weekly watering – I picked it up to place it in the sink and 
noticed a hearty stem heavy with buds peeking out from the other side 
of the pot. 
 

For weeks, I’d only focused my energy on that dying stem and did not 
even realize what was living on the plant’s other side. For on this other 
side that faced the afternoon sun, buds that would become that year’s 
blooms were forming. The orchid bloomed from that dreary winter 
throughout last spring. And this year, the buds are out in force again – 
six strong so far – though they haven’t flowered just yet.  
 

So what does this have to do with Word of the Lord? For me, this re-
minds me that Jesus came to be the Light of the world; He came to bring 
beauty and peace. He came to love us. And as followers of Jesus, we 
should seek The Light and the Truth. Plenty of negative – like that dying 
orchid stem – is in this big old world, but it’s up to us to seek the posi-
tive and walk in the Light.  
 

Dear Jesus, help us to look beyond the dying stems in life; teach us daily to 
seek beauty, to seek You and to put trust in the Light. Lord, help us to be 
kind to each other and let others see your Light shine through us, the fol-
lowers of you, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
Frances Phillips  
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Sunday, February 22, 2015 
Mark 2:18-22 
 
Lent is a season that calls us to surrender. Most of the time we promise 
to give up things like soda, coffee, television, Facebook, and other things 
that we might consider vices. Sometimes we even take it a step further 
and take up something as well. Some people decide to exercise as a part 
of their daily routine. Others make an effort to pray more in the morn-
ing. Still others search for ways to serve God and others as a way of 
drawing closer to God. Lent is a great season for self-examination and 
discovering ways for us to not only grow closer to God, but also to im-
prove our relationships with ourselves and others.  
 
While Lent is a season of surrender, trying new things, and self-
examination, it is also a time for us to pay attention. The point of spir-
itual practices, like fasting, is to draw us closer to God and transform us 
into the likeness of Christ. If we are not careful, though, we can often 
focus too much on the practice and less on the Person we are seeking 
through the practice.  
 
The Pharisees question Jesus on why his disciples do not fast. Jesus 
makes it clear that fasting for his disciples would be foolish because Je-
sus is in their midst. By fasting the disciples would miss Jesus who is in 
their midst and who leads them in a new way. In other words, they 
would be engaging the practice without engaging the Person. Spiritual 
disciplines are meant to help us pay attention to the ways God is at 
work in and around us. We accomplish this primarily by seeking God 
through our spiritual practices rather than simply performing the disci-
plines out a sense of duty.  We should fast because, like most spiritual 
practices, they provide a unique way of encountering God. Yet, we 
should also be wary of worshipping the practices instead of the Christ 
behind the practice. 
 
God of grace, help us during this Lenten season seek you and you alone. 
May the disciplines you have given us draw us closer to you and inspire us 
to love our neighbors in a more deeper and complete way. Amen.  
 
 
Britt Hester 
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Monday, February 23, 2015 
John 2:1-12 
 
When I drive from my home near Rockmart to Heritage every Sunday, I 
see signs all along the way.  Westbound on US 278, just before you get 
to the first traffic light in Rockmart, there is a sign telling you to turn 
right on GA 113 to go to Cartersville.  GA 113 is being upgraded to a 
four lane.  With the construction in progress, I sometimes find that the 
traffic lanes are not in the same place they were when I came this way a 
week ago.  It is good to have a sign to provide advance notice of the 
change.  The consequences of disregarding signs can be costly, so there 
are even signs telling us to pay attention to the signs—warning us that 
the normal speeding fines are doubled through construction zones.  
Signs command our attention.  They can point us in the right direction, 
provide us with needed information, and even warn us of the conse-
quences of not heeding them. 
 
John uses the terms sign and miracle interchangeably.  No miracle of 
Jesus is an end in itself.  Jesus is not the best magician in Galilee, 
brought in to entertain the wedding guests with some sleight-of-hand.  
This miracle/ sign, like everything in the first seventeen chapters of 
John’s gospel, points toward Jesus’ “hour,” his passion, the events we 
will commemorate during Holy Week.  John the Baptist proclaimed Je-
sus to be  “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  Note 
that the water is water that was there for ceremonial washings, purifi-
cation rituals.  It is the one who has the power to take away sin who 
commandeered water meant for ceremonial washing and turned it into 
the best wine the wedding guests had ever tasted.  
 
Lord, help us to pay attention to the signs that reveal you as the Lamb of 
God who takes away our sin.  Help us heed the signs that point us in the 
way of the cross that leads to the joyful celebration that is the kingdom of 
God. Amen. 
 
 
Lamar Wadsworth 
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Tuesday, March 31, 2015 
John 12:20-26 
 
I believe that something inside of each of us longs to know and be 
known by God. I believe it has to do with however it is that we’re creat-
ed in God’s image. God made us to be in relationship with God because 
that is what God is like. And so by default, that’s what we’re like. Unfor-
tunately, this reality becomes complicated rather quickly for us. Our 
own ego seeks to exist on its own terms apart from God. Yet no matter 
how hard we try, there is something within us that still looks for God. 
We’re like the Greeks in this passage who go to Philip because they 
want to see Jesus. We’re not told why, but I think maybe it was because 
they wanted to be able to see if the thing that they had been looking for 
their whole lives is there in flesh and bone in Jesus.  
 
The same thing that keeps us from looking for Jesus keeps us from fol-
lowing him, too. It doesn’t end once we’ve found him (or he’s found us). 
It’s there every step of our lives. Will we keep following or will we turn 
back and lean on our own understanding—our false sense of identity 
that our ego has so conveniently created for us?  
 
I guess the question is, which life are we clinging to, the one Jesus gives 
or the one we’ve made up for ourselves? Only one of them leads to to 
life. 
 
“Those who love their life will lose it, and those who hate their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life” (John 12:25). 
 
God, help us keep following Jesus and help us keep looking for you in eve-
rything. Amen. 
 
 
Jeff Wright 
 
 



44 

Monday, March 30, 2015 
John 12:9-19 
 
This passage has always seemed so strange to me. Nothing about it 
seems to make any sense. The crowds that worshipfully welcome Jesus 
as King will within a week’s time mock him and demand his crucifixion. 
Jesus is treated like a rockstar but rides through the crowds with humil-
ity. He’s not swayed by anything. Maybe that’s the thing for us to re-
member. No matter how fickle we are, Jesus doesn’t change his mind 
about us. He doesn’t give up on us in the worst of circumstances. He 
could have just as easily changed all that he would face in the next 
week, but he didn’t. Even though every bit of the faith everyone around 
him had was sacrificed on the altar of self preservation, Jesus didn’t 
change. Even though one of his closest friends denied him three times 
in order to save himself, Jesus didn’t change.  
 
Consider for a moment how that’s true for you. We’re all in that crowd. 
We change our loyalties and affections in less time then we can meas-
ure. And yet, we’re God’s beloved despite all the ways that we’ve denied 
Jesus, turned away, let our fear determine our actions, and made our 
own egos our deities.  
 
This week, spend some time remembering that you are loved by God 
more than you can know. When you feel like you’re not enough, remem-
ber that you are God’s beloved. When you feel like you’ve blown it one 
too many times, remember that you are God’s beloved. When you feel 
like who you are is so small that you don’t matter, remember that you 
are God’s beloved. That will never change.    
 
God, thank you for all that you are to me. Thank you for loving me, creat-
ing me, and claiming me as one of your own. Amen. 
 
 
Jeff Wright 
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Tuesday, February 24, 2015 
John 3:13-22 
 
Today’s passage contains one of the most widely repeated and easily 
quoted verses, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”  We memorized this verse as children in Sunday School and see it 
posted frequently in public settings.  The verse is so well known, that it 
is referenced simply as “John 3:16.”  We don’t even need the text of the 
verse to recall it.  Almost like a well-worn quotation from Ben Franklin, 
Mark Twain, or Yogi Berra, it has become THE generic Bible verse that 
everyone knows by heart.  
 
But we are called not just to acknowledge a belief in God.  Too often we 
pay simple lip service to a belief that has become familiar.  We recite 
our beliefs like we might recite good ole John 3:16.  We might tell some-
one, “Yes, I believe in God.  I believe that Jesus died on the cross and 
that he rose on Easter morning,” and then we go on about our day’s ac-
tivities without really living up to our stated beliefs.   
 
Jesus says that we fear the Light, and refuse to embrace the Light be-
cause it exposes our wickedness.  We are sometimes more comfortable 
in the dark – comfortable being shallow “John 3:16” Christians without 
ever fully embracing what Jesus has taught us.   
 
Pray during this season that you may be willing to embrace the light 
that God has given us, through the gift of Jesus.  Pray that you may put 
away your wicked ways – your petty grudges, your envy, your self-
importance, your worship of worldly things.  Pray that you will become 
better at allowing those things to be bathed in the blinding light of God, 
to be recognized, forgiven, and forever forgotten.  Pray that you become 
deeper in your understanding and practice of living a Christ-like life.   
 
 
Jeff Rhodes  
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Wednesday, February 25, 2015 
John 2:23-3:15 
 
In this scripture we look at today, Jesus is told by Nicodemus that he 
surely could not be performing his miracles without being with God. 
Jesus responds with something we should think about more often; he 
says “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 
they are born again.” But you cannot be born again as a child, can you? 
According to Jesus’s teachings, his definition of being reborn is in the 
rebirth of the spiritual aspect of your life. Still being confused, Nicode-
mus asks how can rebirth help, and Jesus responds with: “No one has 
ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son 
of Man.“  Jesus finally clears Nicodemus’s questions with the one 
phrase: Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life 
in him.” So being reborn in spirit and having a strong belief in God will 
grant you eternal life. 
 
As a teenager I can relate to this passage in the everyday life I live. What 
really resonates in the reading for me was the part of having a strong 
belief in God to have eternal life. Everyday I am challenged by God to 
become closer to him and reach a point of spiritual rebirth to have eter-
nal life. A constant struggle for me is not taking on the full responsibility 
of that challenge and holding back on the completion of it. The things I 
encourage you to not hold back to make a difference and accept the 
challenge are to be responsible Christians, show kindness to everyone 
you meet, and finally always believe in God even when you want to the 
least.  
 
Lord, help me accept the challenge of a spiritual rebirth in my everyday 
life with eternal life as the greatest prize. Amen.  
 
 
Will Bentley 
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Palm Sunday, March 29, 2015 
Matthew 21:12-17  
 
This passage is unique in that it is the only time when Jesus loses his 
temper, overturning tables in the temple and denouncing the money-
changers and merchants. 
 
Matthew doesn’t tell us the reaction of the disciples, but it is easy to 
imagine how many of them thought: “Finally! Finally he is angry and 
taking action! He will now take charge at last!” Today, we often feel the 
same way as the disciples. And people who lose their temper and lash 
out in anger point to this passage for justification. Look—even Jesus did 
it! 
 
But this was the only place where we see a short-tempered Jesus, and it 
was in reaction to the desecration of a holy place, as Jesus faced his own 
journey to the cross. Beyond that, Jesus never lashed out in anger, not 
even when they sought to kill him. 
 
Instead, in this passage we read that Jesus calms down immediately and 
begins to heal the blind and lame. His anger is let out by overturning a 
few tables and he calms down quickly. 
 
How many of us are so free of temper? It seems like those who follow 
the closest to the footsteps of Jesus are people committed to non-
violence—not resisting even when facing arrest or persecution. Is this a 
practical way for us to live in this world? A few have shown us that it 
can be a pathway to great and lasting change—without war or other 
violence. But in our humanness we often dismiss the way of complete 
non-violence as an impractical way to live in this world. We must lash 
out in anger…or so we think. 
 
Perhaps we can make a new commitment that no matter what comes 
our way the worst we will do is knock around a few pieces of furniture 
and then calm down. What wonderful world that would be. Praise God! 
 
 
Ray Robertson 
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Saturday, March 28, 2015 
John 11:28-44 
 
John’s Gospel is the only one to record the raising of Lazarus but even 
among other resurrection stories, this story stands out. In other resurrec-
tions, Jesus comes on the scene just after the death, before there has been 
time to begin the burial preparations. Lazarus has been gone four days. 
  

When Mary meets Jesus on the road, she repeats Martha’s lament: if you 
had been here, Lazarus would not have died. Mary and Martha were great 
friends of Jesus as well as devoted followers, yet even they do not under-
stand Jesus’ identity. They see Jesus as one who teaches a way of life, not 
the source of life. Another way to say this is that the sisters see Jesus as 
having power over life but not power over death. Their faith in his ability 
to handle anything in life stops at the point where humans cross into death, 
the ultimate boundary for us. 
  

Perhaps this is why Jesus is “greatly disturbed in spirit” (v.33b & 38a). For 
Jesus, the only life that matters begins when you enter into relationship 
with God and this life never ends. Far more disturbing for Jesus is the pro-
spect of the mourners surrounding him who will never experience life be-
cause they do not believe, do not understand Jesus’ ministry or who sent 
him. Jesus weeps at the frenzy of grief over the physical death of one man 
because he sees that the crowd of mourners, unless they believe, will never 
live.  
  
This is the reason for the “sign” Jesus performs, the raising of Lazarus. In 
John’s Gospel the signs are used to point to (indicate) Jesus’ divinity and 
the goal of the signs is to move people from superficial to authentic faith. 
The signs are wake-up calls, asking persons to consider the deeper mean-
ing not of the act Jesus performs, but of his ministry and identity. 
 

So the real purpose of raising Lazarus is not to restore physical life to one 
man, but to bring eternal life to the whole crowd, who has the opportunity 
to be brought to life through belief.  
  
Jesus weeps in verse 35 because his heart breaks seeing the terrible loss of 
life – not Lazarus, who had obtained eternal life, but the crowd, who will 
never know the true nature of God the Father and enter into eternal life. 
Are we likewise shaken? Perhaps we should be. 
 
Marina Robertson 
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Thursday, February 26, 2015 - part 1 
John 3:16-21 
 
What is your response when you read the newspaper, watch TV news, 
spend time on the internet or become engrossed in social media. Dis-
gust? Dismay? Anger? Frustration?How do you feel when confronted 
with the harsh reality of life? What do you see when you look at the 
world? Do you see what God sees? In spite of all the struggles, sin and 
strife that permeate the world, God looked and He loved. He loved so 
much that he gave. He gave himself in the form of his son. His unique 
son. The only one of his kind.  
 
Jesus Christ, God incarnate, the light of world. The light has come into 
the world. What is the world's response to the light? Much of the world 
chooses to remain in darkness. The response of evil to the light is to re-
main in darkness, to hate the light. But, in spite of that, God chose not to 
condemn the world but to save it. He tells the world that by believing 
we will live in his unending presence... Now! Everyone is invited. Every-
one is loved. Everyone is forgiven. This is Grace. This is God. God is 
Grace. "...Grace, grace, God's grace, grace that is greater than ALL our 
sin...Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, FREELY bestowed on ALL who 
believe..." Most of us have heard the oft quoted phrase, "Let go and let 
God." So let go. Let God love you, and let God love the world through 
you. 
 
God help us love others as you have loved us. Amen. 
 
 
Bird LeCroy 
 
 



12 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 - Part 2 
John 3:16-21 
 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
soever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.   John 
3:16 
 
Have you ever tried to explain Easter to a group of four and five year-
olds? In children’s choirs, I would tell my children that “Jesus died on 
the cross so that the bad things we do that made God sad, could be for-
given. But Jesus didn’t stay dead! He came back to life so that, if we love 
Jesus with all our hearts, we can live with Him in heaven for ever, and 
ever, and ever, and ever-and-ever-and-ever…without end!” 
 
That’s a pretty good definition for grown-up, too. Sometimes, though, in 
our effort to prepare ourselves mentally, emotionally, and spiritually 
for Easter, we focus totally on the crucifixion, and forget to enjoy the 
awesome reality of the resurrection. And we forget to thank God for 
that moment in time when we asked the risen Lord to come live within 
us, that moment when we, too, passed from death into life, both for the 
near-and-now, and for all eternity. Hallelujah, Jesus lives! He lives wi-
thin my heart! 
 
Thank you, God, for loving me so much that you allowed Jesus, Your only 
Son, to die so that my sins could be forgiven. Thank you that Jesus con-
quered death so that I, too, may live. Help me share the joy of my risen 
Lord today, and every day that I live. Amen 
 
 
Wynette Hoggard 
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Friday, March 27, 2015 
John 11:1-27 
 
4 When Jesus got the message, he said, “This sickness is not fatal. It will become 
an occasion to show God’s glory by glorifying God’s Son.” The Message 

 

Have you ever heard a word so many times, you can’t really define it any-
more?  Glory is one of those words for me. The Bible is filled with references to 
God’s glory, which sometimes “makes it hard to see the forest for the trees.”  
How do you describe something that is so magnificent that it defies descrip-
tion? More difficult, how do you “glorify” or bring glory to the creator of the 
universe?  

 The Gospel of John can help us with that. John is very interested in the glory of 
God, the glory of Jesus and in glorifying God: he uses the word more than all 
the other Gospel writers combined. And the word he uses sheds a particular 
light on our understanding of glory. 

 For the writer of John, glory (doksa zo ) means “personally acknowledging God 
in his true character or essence” (Strong’s Concordance) and valuing God for 
who God really is. Glory is not valuing God for who we want him to be or for 
what we want him to do for us. To glorify God is to truly see God without our 
desires, judgments or beliefs clouding our vision. 

 The New Interpreter’s Bible says that to glorify God is to “make visible the 
presence of God.” How can you glorify God? How can you make it easier for 
people to understand the true nature of God? 

Hymn of Reflection: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npSbCzRZ6Yg 

In my life Lord, be glorified. In your church Lord, be glorified. In my heart Lord, 
be glorified. In my praise Lord, be glorified. 

 
 
Marina Robertson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npSbCzRZ6Yg
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Thursday, March 26, 2015 
John 10:19-42 
 
In this passage, the Jews almost stoned Jesus to death…again. Yes, these 
“almost stonings” here and in John 8:58 are often overlooked. We know 
Jesus will eventually suffer on the cross, so we tend to glide over these pas-
sages were the Jews attempt to kill Jesus without success. 
 

What was his sin? Had he done something awful? No. What bothered the 
Jews was not an action, but rather the words of Jesus. Specifically, by pro-
claiming to be the Son of God, he was committing blasphemy, they thought. 
In chapter 8 he says, “Before Abraham, was, I am.” He is not only the son of 
God, but was there before the beloved patriarch Abraham. What arrogance! 
Kill him! 
 

I’ve led several studies on Joseph son, of Jacob—the dreamer of the Old 
Testament. Inevitably, when we reach the passage where his brothers seek 
to kill him, someone will say something like, “I can understand why his 
brothers were so upset. Joseph was so arrogant!” Yes, Joseph was arrogant, 
or at least he lacked tact. He dreamed dreams, knew their interpretations, 
and then shared them (truthfully) with his brothers, despite how that 
would make his brothers feel. 
 

Jesus is the same way—how arrogant and risky of him to proclaim his di-
vine lineage in front of hostile Jews. We don’t notice this much because we 
already accept him as the Son of God before reading these passages. But 
imagine you didn’t know the end of the story, and Jesus was just some 
homeless guy wandering around town proclaiming to be the Messiah. Yes, 
right, you would think. He is either crazy or at least very arrogant. If he is a 
powerful person changing people’s minds (and the status quo), we might 
think, “Let’s arrest him. He is dangerous!” 
 

What happens if we are confronted with someone so arrogant in our lives? 
Do we judge the person immediately, and scoff at his or her words? In this 
passage Jesus points out how his works are good and prove his claim. But if 
we met someone on the street proclaiming to be God, would we get angry, 
just as the Jews did in this passage? 
 

It makes me think about how we should be patient and base our opinions 
on a person’s actions rather than any words—arrogant or not. A hard les-
son for us all. 
 
Ray Robertson 
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Friday, February 27, 2015 
John 3:22-36 
 
Have you ever known someone very unselfish?  I think of my mother 
always putting my brothers, my sister and me first. Of course we know 
Jesus exemplifies unselfishness, but then there is John the Baptist who 
never took any praise for himself. He always pointed to Jesus. 
In this reading Jesus and his disciples are in Judea and Jesus is baptiz-
ing. John and his disciples are in the same area and John is baptizing 
also.  John's disciples came and told him, "All are coming to him (Jesus) 
to be baptized.” They were expecting John to become jealous (angry), 
but as always unselfish John points to Jesus, "I am not the Christ, but I 
have been sent before him.”  "HE must increase, I must decrease."  John 
in his unselfishness never took any praise for himself,  he always point-
ed to JESUS. 
 
Father, help me to be unselfish, giving thanks to others for what they do, 
most of all giving thanks to you my Lord and Savior for all you have done 
and do for me each day. Help me to say with John, "You must increase, I 
must decrease.”  Amen. 
 
 
Mozelle Towe 
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Saturday, February 28, 2015 
John 4:1-26 
 
I had to really work hard on this one!  What does the Woman at the 
Well have to do with Lent, or fasting, or introspection or seeking the 
Spirit?  She was just out there by herself, going for a jar of water, at a 
time of day when she could expect to be left alone.  After all, she was a 
bit of an outcast, even among the people of her own village. Let alone to 
a Jew, someone who would normally not even acknowledge a Samari-
tan woman.  
 
And yet, in her attempt to keep to herself and just stay safely within the 
traditions of her people, the Spirit found her. Her separation and soli-
tude created the perfect setting for a connection with God in the person 
of Jesus.  She was probably ready to speak with anyone who would 
treat her with dignity. This opportunity became her chance to interact 
with someone who became her teacher, even the Messiah she had been 
taught to believe would someday come. 
 
I suspect that if Jesus had come to the well a few hours earlier, he would 
have met some very busy women; too busy to have a conversation, too 
involved with their chores and their peers to entertain a stranger's in-
terruption.  Their day and their lives would have been a repeat of every 
day before. 
 
Perhaps this chance meeting with Jesus was just what this woman 
needed to awaken her spirit to the possibilities in her own life. She 
went away with hope and courage. 
 
May the Spirit find each of us in those moments when we least expect it 
and may we have "ears that will hear.” 
 
 
Ray Woods 
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Wednesday, March 25, 2015 
John 10:1-18 
 
As most of you know I grew up on a farm in Northeast Alabama. As a 
boy, I accompanied my dad when he fed the cattle. I was always amazed 
at how much the cattle trusted my dad. He was the only person they 
responded to when we walked through the pasture. Any time I called to 
them or tried to gather them up, the cows stared at me with a dumb-
founded look on their face. They did not recognize or understand me, 
but they knew my father. He took care of them and met their needs. 
They knew they could trust my dad because he loved them.  
 
When I read John 10, I am always reminded of my time on the farm. 
Sheep and cattle are not that different. Both are simple animals who are 
really needy, but both animals understand those who love and care for 
them. I believe Jesus makes this comparison to sheep and shepherd to 
help us understand how he cares for us. Like sheep, we are needy. We 
need someone beyond us to take care of us and offer us the life we so 
desperately seek. Like a good shepherd, Jesus satisfies our needs and 
makes sure we are taken care of, even when life is difficult. Jesus stands 
between us and the wolves of the world and reminds us that he will go 
to any length to help us understand how valuable we are to him.  
 
 
Christ, our Good Shepherd, thank you for loving us and meeting our needs. 
Help us to trust you and listen for your voice both now and forevermore. 
Amen.  
 
 
Britt Hester 
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Tuesday, March 24, 2015 
John 9:18-41 
 
Let's talk about blindness. There's the physical kind, which the central 
character had, and there's the other kind which most of the rest had. 
Even his parents, who should have just been able to celebrate this mar-
velous occurrence, were afraid they'd be kicked out of the synagogue, 
be ostracized from whatever social contact they had. Sounds like blind 
fear. 
 
Then there are the Pharisees, who knew they had all the answers. They 
follow Moses because God spoke to Moses. The man who has been 
healed points out that if Jesus were not from God he could not have 
done this. That fired them up! Over and over Jesus reminds us that 
God's law and love are to help and protect us. An interpretation that 
ignores people has strayed from the right path. The Pharisees were 
blind to anything they couldn't explain through the past. The future was 
staring them in the face and they couldn't see it. 
 
How about us? Where does our blindness show up? In letting go of past 
ideas? In seeing the other side of an issue? In really listening to what 
people are saying? Jesus is working through friends and strangers every 
day to show us the way to a new life. Let's be sure we see it. 
 
Dear Lord, On our journey through life may we see and believe the mira-
cles along the way. Amen. 
 
 
Kaye Compton 
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Sunday, March 1, 2015 
Mark 3:31-4:9 
 
“Who is my mother?” Well, being a mother it would be the worst re-
sponse that my children could utter, but then consider the source.  
Mark’s Gospel is succinct with no beating around the bush. His Gospel is 
considered to be the source for the Gospel of Matthew and Luke. The 
message is that Christ’s followers have become His family. Do you ima-
gine yourself a part of Jesus’ family?  What does that look like? 

In the beginning of the fourth chapter, we read the beginning of Jesus’ 
parables in this Gospel. This parable is the sower of seed and the earth 
that receives it. At the time this gospel was written it was five years af-
ter the Jewish revolt and the destruction of the Jewish Temple in Jerusa-
lem. It was a frightening time, think the invasion of Poland by the Nazis. 
The parable starts with “See and Listen!” and ends with Jesus saying 
“Let anyone with ears to hear listen!” There is such an emphasis and 
immediacy that one could imagine today’s phrasing--“Hey, wake up!”  

The sower is Jesus and the seed is the Word. The hard path represents 
the people who have their minds made up (Pharisees and other Jerusa-
lem leaders), the rocky ground are those that hear and obey, but then 
lose interest when persecution begins (think Peter “the rock” and his 
betrayal).  The weeds choke out the plant as it grows symbolizing the 
cares and desires of the world that distract the hearer of the Word, and 
finally the true believer who grows and flourishes in faith.  

As Jesus told that parable, how sad He must have been. Do the math. 
Only 25% of those who hear His message will be faithful followers. He 
had little time to do His ministry and the odds were against Him.  The 
odds are against believers too!  There is so much information and so 
little time! The essence of this parable is just as important today. Even 
Peter turned around when he fully understood. During Lent let yourself 
take a moment each day to open your heart to hear His word and fix His 
message on your heart. Turn off for a moment the distractions and turn 
on your awareness of God’s presence in your life.  

Father, open our hearts and minds to Your Word. Amen. 
 

Jeanne Young  
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Monday, March 2, 2015 
John 4:27-42 
 
Do you struggle to witness for Christ?  Both the shunned Samaritan 
woman and the disciples had encounters with Christ, yet the Samaritan 
woman’s experience left her transformed and so filled spiritually by the 
“living water” that she hastily fled from the well to share with those 
who found her life unworthy of God’s love and forgiveness.    
 
Even though the disciples were with Jesus daily, they lacked the aware-
ness of Jesus’ mission for them.   Shocked to find Jesus talking to the Sa-
maritan woman and concerned about Jesus’ refusal to eat, they were 
puzzled by his His words and actions.  Jesus’ concern was for the dis-
ciples to see and accept the challenge of reaping the harvest and to 
know the joy of spiritual nourishment that would result for them as 
well as for those harvested.  
 
Yes, we are called to be witnesses of God’s love, His loving kindness and 
His awesome, amazing forgiveness.  The question I pose for myself is:  
Will I be like the Samaritan woman who eagerly and unashamedly testi-
fied about God’s forgiving love because of my own encounters with 
Him?  Or will I be a harvester seeking to share God’s wondrous love like 
the disciples? 
 
May the spiritual nourishment God’s love provides bubble from our 
lives and cause others to desire to know the Good News of our Lord and 
Savior.        
 
 
Gayle Smith 
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Monday, March 23, 2015 
John 9:1-17 
 
“Who’s fault is it that this man is blind?” the disciples ask. I often ask 
that question when I observe suffering from the outside. I like to feel 
that someone brought that suffering on and that I can avoid such suffe-
ring if I just behave differently. 
 
But Jesus turns that on its head. “Neither he nor his parents” he says. 
The man suffered so that God’s work can be displayed in him.  
 
To think our personal suffering could be used to the glory of God! Yet 
I’ve witnessed it. One of my friends lost his four-year-old daughter to a 
long battle with cancer years ago. But, impossibly, he walked with God 
the whole way through. His powerful witness of the power of God’s love 
through inconceivable suffering inspires me to this day. 
 
Lord, help me to use see adversity and suffering as a means to your great-
er glory.  Amen. 
 
 
Ted Boone 
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Sunday, March 22, 2015 
Mark 8:31-9:1 
 
Have you ever said something that you immediately regretted?  Have 
you ever heard bad news and chose to discount it? Have you ever for-
gotten your place and said what you thought? Well, you are NOT alone! 
In this passage, Peter did just that.  

This is the first premonition in Mark of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Peter, thinking he is protecting Jesus perhaps, takes Him aside and tells 
Him to be quiet about this. Talk about foot in mouth disease! Peter is 
then rebuked by Jesus. Being called Satan by his teacher must have 
been particularly painful.  We know in the not too distant future that 
Peter does not want to be exposed (denial of Christ). Perhaps he was 
scared all the time, fearing that the one person who was opening his 
heart and mind was talking about His death and suffering. Maybe Pe-
ter’s concept of Messiah was not one of death and suffering, but glory.  

Self-denial mentioned in verse 34 can be an invitation to experience 
denial of something pleasurable during Lent. Did you pick something? 
Has it been hard? Sometimes followers go out of their comfort zone and 
do something positive for others. In verse 35 Jesus seems to indicate 
that His followers should suffer, but suffering is not a Christian goal.  
People who cause suffering in others are indeed evil and Christians are 
not to become complacent when they see suffering. This belief has often 
been a defense that the downtrodden (the poor and slaves for instance) 
will receive their reward in heaven so it is okay to allow suffering to 
occur. Is your Lenten exercise to help in a soup kitchen or collect books 
for the jail inmates?  

This very rich text gives followers of Christ a great deal to think about. 
Peter’s fears were not groundless, but he didn’t see the whole picture. 
What are you not seeing in your quest to be a good follower of Christ?     

Heavenly Father, there is so much need that it is overwhelming. Place my 
eyes and my heart in action to do Your work.  Amen. 

 

Jeanne Young 
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Tuesday, March 3, 2015 
John 4:43-54 
 
The father in this story is a government official, demonstrating that 
even powerful people are not shielded from sickness and death. The 
father pleads with Jesus to come to his home to heal his son. The man 
has faith but at first he discovers the weakness of his faith, believing 
Jesus could only heal his son in person. It is sometimes difficult for us to 
believe that distance of time and place are in no way an obstacle to the 
knowledge, mercy, and power of Jesus. Jesus grants his request; howev-
er not in the way he requested, for Jesus heals the child from where he 
stood. How often have we received answers to our requests in a totally 
different way than we expected? Hence: "the Lord works in mysterious 
ways.” 
 
When the father's servants meet him with news of the child's recovery 
it shows us that good news will meet those that hope in God's word. If 
we are diligent comparing the works of Jesus with his word, it will con-
firm our faith. The father's faith brought salvation to his entire family. 
The miracle made the family believe Jesus was the Messiah. Faith is 
God's grace in salvation. 
 
Dear Lord may the knowledge of Christ continue to spread through our 
families, and bring health and salvation to our souls, with daily blessings 
of your continual presence.  Amen. 
 
 
Sherri Ward 
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Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
John 5:1-18 
 
I can imagine this being a lovely place in Jerusalem. An inviting pool 
with four porticos (porches). Steps leading down into the pool. But, 
looking around you see a multitude of people in need of healing. Some 
not able to sit or stand but lying down.  One man who had been para-
lyzed for 38 years was lying there. (Had family/friends brought 
him?)  Then JESUS shows up and finds the man out of all the multitude 
and ask him, "Do you want to get well?” What would be OUR answer? 
Through years of suffering he had learned patience, respect and even 
kindness.  He said, "Sir  I have no one to help me, when I'm trying to get 
in someone goes ahead of me.”  They believed the first one in the pool 
when the waters were moving would be healed. 
 
Jesus did it the JESUS way, he said "Get up take up your mat and walk". 
Jesus went on his way; instead of the people rejoicing with 
the  man, they began to find fault because this was the Sabbath.  Also 
Jesus said,  "My Father is always at work and I too am working.”  This 
infuriated the Jews, and they began persecuting Jesus. 
 
PRAYER THOUGHT: I think of a young relative who has been an invalid 
all his life.  Even though he has a motorized wheelchair he is unable to 
participate in the activities youth enjoy..  
 
Father, I pray for Jason and his family as they cope with this each day 
and  help me to be aware of support I can give.  Amen. 
 
 
Mozelle Towe 
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Saturday, March 21, 2015 
John 6:60-71 
 
One of the best teachers I ever had was my senior English teacher at 
Rockmart High School,  Mr. C. J. Tidwell.  Mr. Tidwell began his teaching 
career in a one-room school in Calhoun County, Alabama.  He taught 
until they made him retire in Alabama.  Then, he came to Georgia and 
taught four more years.  I was in his class the last year he taught, when 
he was seventy years old. 
 
I will always remember what Mr. Tidwell said to us on the first day of 
school:  “I will expect more from you than some of the teachers you 
have had.   I will teach  you to expect more from yourselves.  We will 
obtain the results we expect to obtain.”  On all three counts, Mr. Tidwell 
kept his word.  My advanced freshman English composition class in col-
lege was less demanding than my high school senior English class with 
Mr. Tidwell.   Forty-five years later, I barely remember classes with less 
demanding teachers.  I barely remember the names of teachers who 
expected little from me.  I remember with profound gratitude a teacher 
who invested his life in teaching and challenged his students to excel. 
 
Unfortunately, some students thought that Mr. Tidwell expected too 
much, and they wished for a less demanding teacher.  Some of those 
students now regret that they did not take full advantage of the oppor-
tunity to be taught and mentored by such a magnificent man as Mr. Tid-
well.  Likewise, some students of Jesus decided that he expected too 
much, while others recognized that his words were words of life.  Do we 
wish for a less demanding teacher than Jesus?  Or do we value what he 
offers as words of lasting, eternal value? 
 
We acknowledge, Lord, that we have at least been close to being disciple 
dropouts because we thought you expected too much from us.  May we 
value you as the one who has the words of eternal life.  Amen. 
 
Lamar Wadsworth 
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Friday, March 20, 2015 
John 6:52-59 
 

52Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, 
“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53Jesus said to 
them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise them up at the last day. 55For my flesh is real food and my 
blood is real drink. 56Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood remains in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father 
sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds 
on me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but 
whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59He said this 
while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

 
Like the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day, we still have difficulty understan-
ding how to live in communion with God.  People, then and now, are 
simple minded.  We know how to provide for our basic needs.  We eat 
and drink every day.  We work, we play, we go about our daily activities 
that are all but instinctive.   
 
What Jesus is trying to communicate is a need to make communion with 
God as natural and as normal as other parts of our lives.  We need phys-
ical food and drink.  But our NEED of God is even more important.  God 
is in us and we are a part of HIS creation.  Earthly nourishment sustains 
us for a while.  But our relationship with God – making God a real part 
of our very being – sustains us forever.   
 
Pray today that you might not just welcome God into your heart, but 
that you might make Him the center of your soul.  Pray that you might 
feed on the body and blood of Christ and live forever through and be-
cause of Him.   
 
 
Jeff Rhodes 
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Thursday, March 5, 2015 
John 5:19-29 
 
When Dennis and I first started dating he took me to Cedartown to go 
flying.  After we were married, he built a hang glider and flew it without 
a lot of success.  After the kids came along, he built an airplane in the 
basement that he flew for years.  Finally, he built what he flies today.  
He graciously allows Jeff and Mike to share his plane and love of flying.   
 
From the time our sons were very small, they watched and learned 
from their father about flying and airplanes.  Both of them chose a ca-
reer in aviation.  This happened because they wanted to be like their 
father, and their father spent time teaching and allowing them to fly. 
 
Jesus healed a man by the pool in Bethesda who had been sick for 38 
years.  Not only did He do this on the Sabbath, but he also said it was 
because his Father gave him the power to do so.  The Jews were furious!  
Work on the Sabbath was forbidden, and Jesus was calling God, his own 
Father, and putting himself on a level with God.  Jesus tried to explain 
that He did nothing independently, but what His Father does, He does.  
He said his Father loved him and includes him in everything he does.  
Jesus was just like his dad. 
 
Help us to listen to you Jesus and be like you and our heavenly Father.  
Amen. 
 
 
Karen Rhodes 
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Friday, March 6, 2015 
John 5:30-47 
 
This is a really good passage regarding the testimony about Jesus but 
for this devotional I want to focus on verses 39-40.  “You diligently 
study the scriptures because you think that by them you possess eter-
nal life.  These are the scriptures that testify about me yet you refuse to 
come to me to have life.”  
 
The Jewish rabbis were legendary in their study of the scriptures. They 
memorized large portions (sometimes all) of the Hebrew Bible yet they 
couldn’t see the Messiah right in front of them.  Did you ever see some-
one that could quote scripture like they had the whole Bible me-
morized, but yet they couldn’t have a normal conversation with 
you?  They could quote scripture back and forth, up and down but they 
really didn’t seem to care about you as a person. 
 
I think it is important to read and study and even memorize certain pas-
sages that mean something to us.  But the Bible is more than just for 
reading and studying and memorizing scripture.  The Bible is a love sto-
ry about a God that is in love with people.  He desires so much to have a 
relationship with us, so much that he sent His son to show us how it’s 
done.  Jesus spent time with people walking, talking and having dinner 
with them and asking them: “How was your day?”  “How are your chil-
dren doing in school?”  “How is your marriage?”  “I’m sorry your heart 
is broken, tell me about it.”  
 
Father God, continue to reveal to me your will and desire for my life.  Also 
Father, I thank you for your desire to have a relationship with me and 
never giving up on me.  In Jesus name, Amen. 
 
 
Scott Bonk 
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Thursday, March 19, 2015 
John 6:41-51 
  
As you read this passage it is important to realize what has happened 
right before this. Jesus has recently performed the miracle of feeding 
the 5000 with five loaves and two fish and people began to believe this 
was the Prophet. The disciples had just witnessed Jesus walking on wa-
ter. And this same crowd the next day had followed him across the Sea 
of Galilee to Capernaum to hear more of his teaching. Jesus continues to 
use the symbol of bread in parables to challenge their current beliefs. 
As this passage starts, this crowd is beginning to question how a person 
of Jesus’s lineage can speak of coming down from heaven. Even with all 
the miracles they have seen it is hard for them to get past the human 
aspect of Jesus as just the son of a local carpenter. As you read this you 
sense Jesus is getting frustrated with the crowd and he really lays it out 
to them. He begins to challenge their thinking in verse 48-50 when he 
states “I am the Bread of Life... I am the Living Bread that came down 
from heaven,” and contrasts this to the stories from the Old Testament 
of the ancestors eating manna from heaven. Jesus makes it pretty clear 
that the only way to salvation is through believing in him.... but they still 
struggle to understand the message.  
 
I see this a lot in our current lives. We have such access to information 
these days, that any question can be answered in a few seconds by do-
ing a quick Google search on our phones that hardly ever leave our 
sides. It is hard sometimes for us to have faith in our lives and what God 
has in store for us because of this. As an engineer by degree and work-
ing in a very “data driven “business climate, it can become ingrained in 
us to make every decision on just the facts. Just like the people that 
were hearing Jesus: they had seen the “data” with the miracles and 
hearing the message but still could not get past their fear of the 
unknown. Sometimes things in our lives cannot be explained by the 
facts, and we have to rely on faith and that God has a plan for our lives 
that is bigger than we can understand.  
 
Dear Father, help us to have faith in you when we cannot see the data be-
hind what your plans are for us. Help guide us as we go through our daily 
lives and help us to always know that you are the Bread of Life that was 
sent to save us.  Amen. 
 
David Bentley 
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Wednesday, March 18, 2015 
John 6:27-40 
 
Have you ever been hungry? Silly question, huh? Of course each and 
every one of us has been hungry. My guess is that each of us has uttered 
phrases like, "I'm starving!" or "I'm famished!" or "I'm so hungry I could 
eat a frozen dog!" Well, I don't know how many of us have actually used 
that last exclamation as an illustration as to how hungry we think we 
have become, but you catch the drift. 
 
How many of us have ever uttered similar phrases as to our spiritual 
condition? "I'm starving to know God better!" or "My soul is famished!" 
or "I could really devour the word of God right now!” 
 
God gave manna to his children in the wilderness and he provides for 
us now. He wants us to be filled, both physically and spiritually. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled," Matthew 5:6 (NRSV). 
 
When we take communion, we remember. Jesus IS the bread of life. He 
paid the ultimate price so that we might live in the unending presence 
of God. God took the initiative. God reached out. It is our job to respond. 
Yes, it is our responsibility to respond and to allow him to live in us and 
through us. 
 
"I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will NEVER be hungry..." 
John 6:35a (NRSV) 
 
Dear God, please help to create in us a heart that hungers and thirsts for 
righteousness. Amen. 
 
 
Bird LeCroy 
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Saturday, March 7, 2015 
John 7:1-13                                        
 

Jesus said to [his brothers], “My time has not yet come, but your time is 
always here.  7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 
testify against it that its works are evil.  8Go to the festival yourselves.  
I am not going to this festival, for my time has not yet fully come.”  
9After saying this, he remained in Galilee.  10But after his brothers had 
gone to the festival, then he also went, not publicly but as it were in 
secret (John 7:6-10). 

 
Timing is everything. Without timing, a comedian’s laugh line falls flat. 
Without timing a batter misses the ball. Without timing, an opportunity 
slips past us.   
 
Jesus’ teaching stirred resentment among the religious leaders. When 
the Festival of Booths (Tabernacles) drew near, He initially opted not to 
join His brothers because the leaders in Jerusalem sought to kill Him. 
But later, He went to the Festival. It was a case of perfect timing.  
 
Time plays an important role in John’s Gospel, with Jesus often speaking 
about His “hour” (a reference to His suffering at the cross). When Jesus 
declined to go, He told his brothers, “my time has not yet fully come.” 
Instead of “hour,” Jesus used a different Greek word – kairos. It means 
the opportune time, the right time, the best time for something. By 
waiting until the festival was underway, Jesus created a more oppor-
tune moment for something to happen.   
 
Sometimes waiting is vital to timing. But waiting is hard. We grow im-
patient. Unless we understand that something important might be tak-
ing place during that time. How might you practice waiting on God to-
day so that you might be ready for just the right thing to happen in you, 
around you, through you? 
 
Jesus, with You we pause for a moment to wait. As we wait, turn our ordi-
nary minutes and hours into the right time to experience Your presence. 
Amen. 
 
 

Michael Tutterow 
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Sunday, March 8, 2015 
Mark 5:1-20 
 
"Lions and tigers and bears, oh my!" 
 
When I read the scripture for today's Lenten devotional I immediately 
thought of terrible things! None of us like to think of demons or demon- 
possessed people -- it's very uncomfortable!  So how can this scripture 
relate to us, or do we even want it to? 
 
For those of you who know me very well, you know that I DO NOT LIKE 
The Wizard of Oz! There are too many scary things that I don’t like in 
that movie and I do not want to think about them! 
 
But could it be that we, like the townspeople of Gerasenses, focused on 
the wrong part of the story? Are we so focused on the demons and pos-
sessions and pigs drowning themselves that we miss the miracle? The 
possessed man who had been tortured all his life did not miss it!! Nei-
ther did Dorothy, who met friends to share her journey with no matter 
what difficult circumstances she ran into. 
 
This Lenten season let us look for the miracles that God shows and 
gives to each of us. Blessings come in many shapes and 
forms:  wonderful friends to share our journey, wonderful family mem-
bers who love us "no matter what,” seasons of joy, a great church fami-
ly! May God touch your heart this day to focus on the good things he has 
given us! 
 
 
Christy Thompson 
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Tuesday, March 17, 2015 
John 6:15-27 
 
I chose this passage not because of what the scripture passage is but 
because today is my mother’s birthday.  Many of the bonds we form 
with our mothers are based on physical needs such as nourishment, 
clothing, and hygiene.  The bonds become stronger as our mothers pro-
vide the emotional and academic needs like love, support, and life skills. 

My earliest memory of my mom is sitting in her lap on my back, looking 
up into her face as she rocked me and sang “Oh, Susanna.”  She showed 
her love to me and made me feel special as if the song was written just 
for me.  Later, when I started school, she started teaching me financial 
responsibility by having me make out the weekly check for my lunch 
money which she would sign.  When I was sick and had to miss school, 
she taught me how to play solitaire.  As a weak swimmer, she made 
sure I learned to swim by driving me across town to the YMCA every 
summer to take lessons, from “minnow” to “shark.”  She taught me com-
passion by the meals and visits she made to elderly neighbors.  By her 
example, she helped to form me into the person I am today. 

Just prior to this passage, Jesus had seen to the physical needs of the 
crowd when he fed the multitudes.  He also sees to the fear of his disci-
ples who find themselves in a storm at sea and then witness him walk-
ing to them on the water.  When the crowds realize Jesus is gone, they 
get in boats in search of him.  When they find him, Jesus admonishes the 
crowd to not seek him because he provided them with a meal, but to 
seek him for “living bread.”  When we study the Bible and the life Jesus 
led, we learn the life skills and feel the emotional support we need to 
make us better Christians.  We learn that just as we are special to our 
moms, we are so very special to the Lord. 

Happy birthday, Mom! 

 

Susan Tumlin  
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Monday, March 16, 2015 
John 6:1-15 
 
The multiplication of the loaves and fishes is one of the best known 
events in Jesus' ministry and one of the very few stories recorded in all 
four gospels. Some of you are thinking," Why didn't she call it the feed-
ing of the 5,000?" Because in our modern day version of "how many 
angels can dance on a pin head," we can't agree how many people were 
there! The scripture says 5,000 men. Apparently, very few biblical 
scholars see man as short for human so it becomes gender specific. 
Wouldn't some of them have brought at least part of their family? And 
from there it descends into number quibbling. Is it harder to feed more 
than five thousand if you only have two fish and five loaves? Probably 
not. And is that the point? Definitely not.  
 
One beautiful point is that none of us is too young, or too old, or too  
anything else to be useful to God. How inspiring that this youth could 
step out from that very large crowd and offer what he had, small that it 
might seem. Which leads to a follow up point. Give what you have; God 
will do the rest. We see it every day. Why do we find it so hard to be-
lieve? I've been told that the people of that time usually traveled with a 
pouch of emergency food. If much of the area is desert and/or wilder-
ness it makes sense. So, perhaps, just as this boy's charity inspires us, it 
inspired that crowd to share what they had and planned on holding on 
to. There's not time in this devotion to preach that sermon, so I'll end 
with this. I have no doubt that Jesus could multiply those loaves and 
fishes. Isn't it just as miraculous that thousands of people heard and 
saw Christ’s ministry in action and their hearts were changed? 
 
Dear Lord, We pray for wisdom and courage to know your will and do it. 
Amen. 
 
 
Kaye Compton 
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Monday, March 9, 2015 
John 7:14-36 
 

Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is not this the man 
whom they are trying to kill? 26And here he is, speaking openly, but they 
say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is 
the Messiah? 27Yet we know where this man is from; but when the Messiah 
comes, no one will know where he is from” (John 7:25-27, New Revised 
Standard Version). 

 
Early in my training as a journalist, the professor spoke of what makes 
a story newsworthy. A long-held definition, he explained, was some-
thing that was unusual, out of the ordinary. Planes take off and land 
everyday without incident. Ordinary. But when one crashes, or even 
skids off the runway, it’s front-page news. Why? Because it’s unusual. 
 
The long-held belief among the Jewish people is that the Messiah would 
come in an extraordinary way. The Messiah would be a mystery, a com-
plete surprise.  
 
As Jesus taught and performed miracles, the people began to wonder if 
He might not be the Messiah. And yet they quickly dismissed it because 
“we know where this man is from.” The familiarity of Jesus’ birth and 
family made Him too ordinary to be God’s Chosen One. 
 
Do we ever miss Jesus because we expected something more dramatic? 
We pray for a dramatic answer to a prayer, but can’t see Jesus in the 
phone call from a friend whose calm voice and assuring words gave us 
hope. We ask for help with a problem at work, and yet when it works 
itself out we fail to see it as Jesus.   
 
How might we experience Jesus’ presence if we looked for it in the ordi-
nary places of our lives – among friends, in the setting sun, in the quiet 
places that may never make the front page? 
 
Jesus, help us to see you in the ordinary moments of our lives. Help us to 
trust the simplest thing as a reflection of Your extraordinary love and 
grace with us. Amen. 
 
 

Michael Tutterow 
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Tuesday, March 10, 2015 
John 7:37-52 
 
In this passage, Jesus was preaching to the masses at the Jewish festival 
of the Tabernacle. In his speech, he tells the people that whoever be-
lieves in him, the rivers of living water will flow from within them. Ob-
viously, Jesus did not mean this literally. What Jesus actually meant was 
that those who followed him would receive the Holy Spirit. But what 
does receiving the spirit really mean? 
 
As you know, when the disciples were touched by the spirit later on 
during the Pentecost, they were able to speak in tounges and proclaim 
God's word to all that would listen. So Jesus is foreshadowing the reve-
lation to the disciples that believing in Jesus and receiving the Holy 
Spirit means that we should spread his word to others as well.  
 
Dear God, help the living water in me flow out to all those around me. 
Amen.  
 
 
Haden Boone 
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Sunday, March 15, 2015 
Mark 8:11-21 
 
Have you ever spent any amount of time with a worrier? Someone who 
worries about even the most inconsequential things? There is a series 
of what ifs. These people are exhausting.  
 
The Pharisees were reformers. They were attempting to clean up the 
Jews with ritualistic purity laws that were being moved from the Tem-
ple to the home.  Jesus was a thorn in their side. A good Jew would not 
eat with unclean people, making Jesus unworthy in their eyes. Their 
rebuke added a demand of a “sign” and this provoked Jesus. His spirit 
was disheartened and He said, “Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to 
this generation.”  Since there are many signs during His time on earth, 
this statement is confusing.  Does He mean the generation of Jewish 
clerics will not “get it.” Their vision is clouded with “the LAW.”  
 
Following this altercation, Jesus departs/retreats as He does often in 
Mark. The disciples have been present for two documented feedings of 
followers starting with only loaves and a couple of fish to feed many, 
and yet the disciples worry about having only one loaf of bread on the 
boat. This is fairly comical. They are not asking for a sign from heaven, 
their needs are much more concrete-the worry of hunger (on a boat 
with fishing nets, really?!?). It’s the comedian Bill Engvall’s-- Here’s 
your sign!  The worry exasperates Jesus and He asks them questions 
about their ability to comprehend (are you all dummies?). Their worry 
has superseded their ability to comprehend Jesus and His ministry.  
 
Father, we worry about everything and can’t see the forest for the trees. 
You are here for us and You hear us! Let us put our faith in You. Amen. 
 
 
 
Jeanne Young 
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Saturday, March 14, 2015 
John 8:47-59 
 
In today’s passage Jesus continues his dialogue with those who did not 
yet believe, contrasting his nature and origin to theirs and declaring 
himself as the eternal “I AM“ (The Christ). 
 
When is the last time you looked at your birth certificate? Do you know 
what it says about where you came from and when you were born? 
Through the years there have been several television shows that por-
tray characters who can never die and that keep recreating themselves 
throughout the ages. Some of us watch these shows because we wonder 
who we might have been if we were born at a different time and in a 
different place. We have a curiosity about eternal things even if we 
don’t always dwell on them.  
 
In this passage Jesus claims not only that he came from the Father 
above but that he existed even before the time of Abraham. There are 
other passages in the Bible that also speak to this aspect of Jesus’ nature 
as the eternal Christ who was there when God created the Sun and the 
stars. I think it is easier for us to accept such claims today than it was 
for the people of Jesus’ time. They in fact were ready to kill him for such 
heresy. When we look deep in ourselves, what exceptions do we take 
with Jesus’ proclamations of his identity? Can our spirits get past our 
own preconceived ideas about God and open up to the Spirit of the 
Christ as well as the man who walked among us helping and healing 
those who crossed his path? 
 
My prayer is that I would be able to see my life, the decisions I make 
and the actions I take from the perspective of the eternal Christ and not 
simply the physical here and now. 
 
 
James Jarrett 
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Wednesday, March 11, 2015 
John 8:12-20 
 
I used to think “Why doesn’t God just come down, knock over a few 
buildings, and show us what’s what! Then no one would doubt his po-
wer.” (I like to call this my “God--zilla" phase). 
 
It took a while for me to realize that He already did come down. But ra-
ther than knock over buildings to show us his power, he gave his own 
life to show us his love. I’d misunderstood the primary character of God. 
He’s not foremost about power, he’s foremost about love. 
 
In this passage, Jesus leaves no room for doubt about his purpose: “I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life." 
 
Lord, let me walk in the light of your love all of my days.  Amen. 
 
 
Ted Boone 
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Thursday, March 12, 2015  
John 8:21-32 
 

“Why do I speak to you at all?” v. 25  Have you ever failed at communi-
cating with someone? I feel like I do every day. So many times we talk to 
people and we listen to people, but we don’t always communicate with one 
another. Communication requires understanding between what is being 
said and what is being heard. This is not always an easy task.  
 

I imagine that Jesus often felt this way when He was teaching and preach-
ing to crowds and even the disciples who were closest to Him. There are 
many examples in the Bible where Jesus is desperately trying to communi-
cate spiritual truths only to be met with crickets and dumbfounded faces. 
Today’s scripture is one of those examples. Jesus is trying to talk to people 
about His own death, what it will mean for all of us, and once again telling 
us that He is the one living God. Then, right on cue, the people say, “Who 
are you?” I can just imagine Jesus’s actions as He hears this question. I can 
see Him throwing His arms out, exhaling an exasperated breath, and look-
ing around for a tree to bang His head against because His next words are, 
“Why do I speak to you at all?”  
  

I wonder how many times I’ve sparked those same words from Jesus. Prob-
ably more than I can count. We can be so hard headed and difficult at times 
when Jesus is trying to communicate with us. At times we try to do things 
in our own way and in our own time that we often miss what He’s desper-
ately trying to communicate with us. Just like the followers in the passage, 
we look at Jesus with a dumbfounded expression and ask, “Who are you?” 
   
But the good news of today’s scripture is this: the story didn’t end with Je-
sus’s frustration. He didn’t walk away flustered and angry with the people. 
Instead, just like any good teacher, He tried a different approach and in the 
end the people started to believe in Him. That’s the most amazing thing 
about Jesus. He keeps trying to get us to understand Him no matter how 
many times it takes. My prayer is that I can be receptive to His voice.  
  

I like to think that after Jesus lays His frustration out for all to hear, He had 
some extra thoughts after His question. Maybe He answered His own ques-
tion. I like to think He did. I imagine Him saying to Himself, “Why do I speak 
to you at all? (Because I love you. Because I know you and want you to 
know me. Because you are my beloved.)”   
 
Jorie Wright 
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Friday, March 13, 2015 
John 8:33-47 
 
You walk into a crowded room; some of the people you know and oth-
ers you do not. A friend comes up to you with one of the strangers. They 
present the stranger to you by name first and then you to them. Your 
friend then starts to fill in the blanks beyond your names with a de-
scription of who you and the stranger are. Sometimes you may recog-
nize yourself in your friend’s description of you and sometimes you 
want to just say stop. I will define who I really am. This passage of scrip-
ture is a similar situation but without the friend. Instead it is a direct 
exchange between Jesus and people in and around the temple near the 
Mount of Olives. It is a very direct exchange as they explore each other’s 
identity. 
 
Earlier in the seventh chapter, the Jews in the Temple had argued about 
who Jesus was, with some who had come to believe in him saying he 
must be the son of God based on his teachings and the miracles he had 
done. While others denounced him as not possibly being the Messiah 
because of his lineage and place of birth (see John 7:41-42). An argu-
ment that today we know to not be correct, but one that in that day and 
time seemed legitimate.  I think John included all this in this passage so 
that we could see that Jesus understood our identity in a much broader 
and more important sense.  
 
Jesus challenged the people there that day and us today to accept that 
our identity flows from what we say and do and not from our human 
ancestors. He clearly claims his identity as one sent from the father who 
is above and not a descendant of the spirit from here below who as he 
puts it is “the father of all lies.” We hear a lot these days about identity 
theft and about protecting our identity as if it is something we inherit; 
my prayer for all of us is that we can turn loose of our identities from 
here below, and build an identity as true children of God.  
 
 
James Jarrett 


